
Effects of the Spanish civil war on

the DLH South Atlantic service

Cover carried by the last southbound service 

(L181) to operate via Seville and Las Palmas.

Unusually route via France.

Arrived Bathurst the day the civil war began.



During the summer of 1936 the DLH service was fortnightly. It was extremely fast,

taking only 2 days from Bathurst to Berlin. This was achieved by night-flying.

The cover was posted on 15 July but the next northbound service from Bathurst

was on 25 July, by which time the Spanish civil war was 8 days old.

Flown by service L182 avoiding Las Palmas and Seville. Arrived Berlin 26 July.



Translation:

Returned due to 

engine trouble.

Route of first diverted southbound service (L183)



Route of second diverted southbound service (L185).

Cover flown from Marseilles to Bathurst by L185. It

departed 09.36 on 6 August; arrived 07.35 on 7 August.



The regular DLH route beginning 20 Aug. (L187) 

southbound and 10 October (L194) northbound. 

Cover flown by DLH service L187: 

the first southbound service to 

operate  regularly via Lisbon and 

Las Palmas.

Dep. Frankfurt 04.00 on 20 Aug., 

arrived Bathurst 06.45 on 21 Aug.

Summary of diverted northbound services:

L182 dep. Bathurst 25 July via P. Etienne – Cisneros – Casblanca - Lisbon.

L184 dep. Bathurst 01 Aug. via Las Palmas – Larache - Lisbon.

L186 dep. Bathurst 16 Aug. via Las Palmas – Seville – Lisbon.

L188 dep. Bathurst 29 Aug. via Cisneros – Las Palmas – Seville – Lisbon.

L190 dep. Bathurst 12 Sept. via Las Palmas – Lisbon.

L192 dep. Bathurst 26 Sept. via Las Palmas – Seville – Lisbon.

L194 dep. Bathurst 10 Oct. via Las Palmas – Lisbon.




